
           VINCERE VEL MORI  

                                    CLAN  MACDOWALL NEWSLETTER 

                                        September  Issue 2014  

      NEWS FROM THE CHIEF  

  
 ""At this time in world history the struggles for self determination and nationalism 
are unfortunately on the rise again.  The recent National Referendum in Scotland 
wound up a premature two year campaign by the Scottish National Party ("SNP") to 
democratically obtain independence from the  United Kingdom ("UK") of Scotland, 
England, Wales and  N. Ireland.  There have been many parliamentary efforts to do 
this since the Union of the Crowns when King James VI of Scotland became  JAMES 
I of England in 1573, and especially after the Parliamentary Union of 1707.  More of 
it can be expected in the future when "The dream shall never die" (ex-PM Alex 
Salmond), unless the valid dissatisfactions and grievances of the Scottish populace 
can be appeased by promised reforms.  The new great difficulties are still political, 
depending on the dominant socialist Labour Party in Scotland, and also on address-
ing agreements on equal new governing rights for the other regions of the UK.  As 
Queen Elizabeth II said, "Mutual respect and support are required." 
 
"It is interesting that the MacDowall Chief's seat is beside the Glasgow riding that 
produced the strongest vote for Scottish independence, and that our old Principality 
of Galloway and Dumfries returned the strongest significant vote in Scotland for the 
UK." 

 

    With all best wishes, 

 

     Fergus 

 



            SOME  MACDOWALL  HISTORY IN THE  LONG  BATTLE   

                                   OF SCOTTISH   INDEPENDENCE 

     

 

 

    

 

 Clan Macdowall is a Scottish clan. The clan claims to descend from the senior descendants in the male line of the 
princely house of Fergus, first of the ancient Lords of Galloway. The main branches of the family include the Mac-
Dowalls of Garthland, the Makdougals of             Makerston, the MacDoualls of Logan, the MacDoualls of Freugh, and 
the MacDowalls of Machrimore. 

 History 

 Origins of the clan 

The name MacDowall is a name connected with the ancient history of Galloway, a district in the south 
west of Scotland which took its name from the Gall-Gaidhel settlers of the seventh and eighth centu-
ries. Many legends exist in Galloway including the legend that Dovall of Galloway killed Nothatus the 
Tyrant in 230 BC. It is also said that the Royal House of Galloway resisted the Romans. The name 
MacDowall is generally accepted to mean “Son of Dougal” due to the transliteration of the “ug” in 
Dougall to “w” in Dowall, introduced under Edward I of England because of the difficulty incurred by 
the English in pronouncing the Gaelic version. MacDowall was later referred to as MacDowell, with the 
introduction of the Irish spelled “e”. 

The Lords of Galloway were very powerful. They scattered their ancient princedom with well endowed 
abbeys and priories. The last of the native Lords of Galloway, Allan died in 1234. His daughter           
Devorgilla married John Balliol, 5th Baron de Balliol, a member of the Balliol family who were lords of 
Barnard Castle. Their son, John, claimed Galloway through the right of his mother. He also claimed 
the throne of Scotland. 

Balliol, Lord of Galloway had granted lands in Galloway to ‘Dougal’ and Fergus MacDoual, Balliol’s 
own distant cousins. These two men both appear on the Ragman Rolls of Scottish nobles who swore 
fealty to king Edward I of England. Dougal's grandson      Fergus, third of was Interim of Garthland was 
sheriff depute for Kirkcudbright during the reign of King David II of Scotland. 

14th century 

The Clan MacDowall, like their Clan MacDougall  allies, supported the Clan Comyn who were once the 
most powerful clan in Scotland and rivals to the Scottish throne of Robert the Bruce. Once Robert the 
Bruce had killed John the Red Comyn, chief of Comyns, the heir apparent to the Balliol lordship and 
crown. The MacDowalls became mortal foes of the Bruces. The MacDowalls fought together with the 
MacDougalls into several battles against the Bruces . Sir Dougal was, dispossessed by the Bruces. The 
next generation of MacDowalls and MacDougalls  n ever submitted to Robert the Bruce but eventually 
became defenders of Scotland,                                                                                                                                     
15th century 

Fergus III of Garthland’s grandson was Sir Fergus MacDowall of Makerstoun the fifth Laird of            
Garthland who was  interim of Garthland and  led the Clan MacDowall against the English at the Battle 
of Humbleton Hill where he was captured in 1402. This was also known as the Battle of Homildon. 

  

http://www.bannockburnlive.com
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16th century & Anglo-Scottish Wars 

Uchtred MacDowall the 9th of Garthland married Isabel Gordon. During the Anglo-Scottish Wars 
Uchtred Macdowall led the Clan MacDowall at the Battle of Flodden Field in 1513 against the English 
where both he and his son Thomas MacDowall were killed. 

John MacDowall the 11th of Garthland led the Clan MacDowall against the English at the Battle of 
Pinkie Cleugh in 1547. 

Uchtred MacDowall the 12th of Garthland was among those who were involved in the “Ruthern Raid” 
in 1582 led by the Clan Ruthven in which the young King James IV of Scotland was kidnapped and held 
at Ruthven Castle and later Edinburgh Castle. 

The main migrations of the family name were to Ireland during the Plantations of Ulster, and then to 
America during the Irish potato famine as a result of which most members of the family now live in the 
United States. 

 The MacDowalls today 

Today, Fergus MacDowall of Garthland is the Chief of the Name and Arms. The caput baroniae is at 
Garthland Mains on the Rhinns of Galloway. The present seat is at Barr Castle, Garthland, Lochwin-
noch, Renfrewshire. 

 Clan profile 

      Clan chief: Fergus MacDowall of Garthland 

      Chief’s motto: Vincere Vel Mori (To Conquer or Die) 

      Gaelic Names: mhic dhu ghaill meaning son of dark (or swarthy) stranger. See later transliterations    
of “MacDougall” to “MacDowall” discussed above 

      Clan Plant Badge:  Sprig of Oak 

       



                                               Some Thoughts From the Editor   

 Lets start with Tacitus  a Roman Historian and Senator. born AD 56 
died after 117 AD reading some of his accounts of  Roman battles in 
Britain  and Caledonia, I can see that his insight into these  Histories, are 
written from primary documents and contain  intimate knowledge of the FL 
avian period, and are therefore thought to be more accurate., then those of op-
posite onions.  He recounts of  many things  in Devita et moribus lulii Agricolae  
or in English “Agricola “ Speaking of the people and the times many great 
soilders I am sure have studied this history. I found reading the chapters 1-10  
of “Agricola” to be most enlightening see what you think   

http://www.sacred-texts.com/cla/tac/index.htm#section_003 

 See list of Scottish monarchs for the view of contemporary historians of Scot-
land. The first historical figure in Buchanan's list is Caratacus. The rediscovery 
of the works of    Tacitus prompted Boece to include this well-attested figure 
from the period of the Roman occupation of Britain. 

The last legendary figure is more complex to discuss. The kings in the list from 
about the 6th century (in the Fifth Book of Buchanan) onwards may have some 
relationship to historical figures in the Kingdom of Dalriada, extending in pre-
sent-day terms from western Scotland to part of Ireland.  This is where Fergus I 
is mentioned and Dovall killed the Tyrant Nothatus  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legedndary_kings_of_Scotlan 

Now we  know that these  great works have been ascribed to legend, and to Fact . 

But one thing we also know about every legend has fact as a part of  it…  

Are we seeing here the true history of our Macdowall’s ?   Or  maybe  history of our  

ancient ones? 

 ALSO   I find Tactius most interesting describing the Links between Britian Gaul Germa-
ny and Ireland . These are all (but )Germany seem to have ties back to our ancient DNA 
Paths. 

  More  truth in Tacitus  and origins of the ancient then  some  knew . 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Primary_source
http://www.sacred-texts.com/cla/tac/index.htm#section_003
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Scottish_monarchs
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caratacus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tacitus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Dalriada
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legedndary_kings_of_Scotlan


Till next Time:   share love  and  kindness  

 To one another, remembering  our ancient paths. 

Your Editor : Charlotte McDowell Baker 

 

WEBSITE ADDRESS: http://macdowall.wix.com/clan-macdowall 

  

NOTE: As always ,to contact the Editor or to submit an article to review  

for Vincere Vel Mori  contact: charlotte_baker@tds.net   

 

Find us on FACEBOOK: Clan MacDowall  then like us and share us with your 

MacDowall family. 

E-mail Charlotte  and Ask to Join The McDowell DNA Project. On 

www.familytreedna.com 

http://macdowall.wix.com/clan-macdowall
mailto:charlotte_baker2@tds.net

