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Games  
The Clans MacDowall and MacDougall canopy will be hosted this 
year by Garnett Macdowall                                                                          
( garnett_mac@hotmail.ca ) and his mother Sharon Hill at the Vic-
toria Highland Games in Topaz Park, Victoria, B.C., Canada, on 17-
18 May at 9 AM to 4 PM.  All are welcome. 



News from the Chief  continued from page 1 

       For more information on this follow the link below 

http://www.bannockburnlive.com/home 



                                        The Ancient Scottish  Brochs  

                                    By permission  of George Maciver 

                               All rights reserverd by @George Maciver 

Very little is known about the Scottish people in prehistoric times, as they did not write books and kept no historical rec-
ords. What we do know is that the arrival of the Romans coincided with the emergence of the Picts in history. What the 
Picts were doing before the arrival of the Romans, or where they originally came from, no one knows. For centuries they 
raised families and standing stones, kept themselves quiet, and brawled and got drunk in the glens of Scotland. 
That all changed with the arrival of the Romans. It is clear that the formation of a Pictish nation that united the peoples of 
Scotland was due to the arrival of the Romans. That the emergence and decline of brochs is associated with the period of 
Roman influence in Scotland is also clearly no coincidence. 
Calach, or Calgacus as the Romans called him, was the Pictish king who united the peoples of Scotland against the tyranny 
of Rome. After a number of failed military campaigns, 
the Romans retreated south and hid behind their two 
walls across England. In 163 AD, the Romans retreated 

from Antonine's wall and cowered behind Hadri-
an's wall for the second time. After more than 100 
years of war, they still had not taken Scotland. 
 
NOTE: Picture to the right above is a broch 
entrance 
 
In AD 208, the Romans marched again to conquer 
Scotland. In 212 AD, they left defeated. In 367 AD, 
the Picts invaded England with the help of the 
Irish, and together they pushed the Romans back 
from their last defensive positions at Hadrian's 
wall. 
The Picts so resoundingly defeated the Romans 
that the Picts survive to this very day. Their de-
scendants still flourish in the Highlands of Scot-
land. Their blood is strong. 
History in all forms and facets, from children's 
books to university text books, all talk about the 
Roman occupation of Britain. Let's get one thing 
straight here, the Romans never conquered Scot-
land, and these books should all be rewritten to 
more accurately describe what was the Roman oc-
cupation of England. If it were not for the Picts 



 

                                                                      Construction of the Brochs 

Military  Considerations  

Brochs are the most spectacular  of a complex class of round house buildings, and there is now 

Little doubt that these towers are unique to Scotland. Practically all brochs on the Scottish 

mainland were built during the 1stcenturiesBC and AD, a period of 200 years coinciding with 

the Roman invasion of Britain. That the Romans attempted to conquer Scotland at least four 

times and failed, is surely directly  attributable  to the  superb defensive qualities of brochs 

against swords, bows, spears,. Marauding Roman Legions, after all, would hardly been  hauling 

siege Engines  up remote Scottish glens.  

After a number of military campaigns the Romans  were defeated  and finally left Britain  for 

good after the Picts with the help of the Irish overran Hadrian’s wall  and attacked them on 

their own ground. It is plausible that the defeats suffered by the Romans at the hand of the 

Picts were     instrumental in laying the ground work for the collapse of the Roman   empire. 

Brochs vary from 16–50 ft (5 to 15 m) in internal diameter, with around 10 ft (3 m) thick walls. The only surviving complete 
broch in Scotland, at Mousa in the Shetlands, stands 42 ft (13 m) tall. Most brochs on the Scottish mainland were built between 
100 BC and 100 AD, a period of just 200 years, coinciding with the arrival of the Romans. Many of these brochs, particularly 
those on high ground, were built with military defensive purpose. It is now known that many brochs were extensions built onto 
existing low level round houses whose walls were thickened and strengthened to support the weight of the huge broch towers 
that were being built in a hurry to prepare against Roman invasion. 

Broch walls are almost always double skinned, but were tied together with linking stone slabs, which probably could have 
served as steps to higher floors (known as galleries). They may 
also have simply been access ladders to the roof. Most brochs 
have ledges around the inner walls which would have supported 
timber floors. Some brochs may have had second, third, and 
even fourth floors. 

Just inside the main entrance there was usually a guard cham-
ber, and sometimes even two. Large stones for sealing off en-
trance passageways have been found near guard chambers. 

Most brochs are built to a similar architectural design, so it is 
probable that national teams of architects and structural engi-
neers travelled around Scotland, constructing these defensive 
forts in a direct response to the threat of Roman invasion. 

It

 is now generally accepted that brochs were roofed, probably with a conical timber thatched frame. Quite a number of brochs, 
particularly those in Orkney, have outbuildings surrounding the main structure. 
 
Many brochs were extensions built onto previous stone round houses, so it is likely that after the Romans had been defeated, 
their uses would have changed again, with further extensions and outbuildings being added later. Such prestigious buildings 
would no doubt have become much sought after as homes for prominent Scots, and perhaps were instrumental in the founding 
of the Clan systems 

Architectural Design 

As all brochs share basically the same architectural design, are built to specific blueprints and exacting standards, it is most 
likely that they were built by national construction teams that went around the country fortifying Scotland. There is organisa-
tion and feverish industry at a national level here, with architectural and military genius working together. 
 
There is little doubt that the Picts pulled together as a country to defend themselves from the Romans, suggesting effective and 
efficient national networks of communications, while teams of architects, stonemasons, and labourers built the brochs with mil-
itary defensive purpose. 

Good riddance to the Romans and their aspirations for one world governance 



Top picture is a illustration from Forestry commission signboard beside Skelbo broch , Sutherland. 

Bottom  is an artist rendition painted. 

INSIDE A BROCH 

There is some much valuable in-

formation On Mr. McIver’s site I 

feel I must include more and more 

but for the space  available I hope I 

have wet your appetite,                       

to Investigate this exceptional  

Artist Photographer and                

Archeologist. Our Highland Friend 

George Maciver  

his link is below Please share your 

appreciation to him. 

 http://www.scottishbrochs.com/

picts.htm 



Till next Time:   share love  and  kindness  

 To one another, remembering  our ancient paths. 

Your Editor : Charlotte McDowell Baker 

 

WEBSITE ADDRESS: http://macdowall.wix.com/clan-macdowall 

  

NOTE:As always ,to contact the Editor or to submit an article to review  

for Vincere Vel Mori  contact: charlotte_baker2@tds.net   

 

Find us on FACEBOOK: Clan MacDowall  then like us and share us with your 

MacDowall family. 

 


